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Rejected as a deputy by his own Order he was elected
by the Tiers etat both at Marseilles and at Aix, and as
deputy for Aix he took his seat in 1789. Regarded with
suspicion and received with insults his splendid eloquence
and ripe political judgement quickly impressed the Assem-
bly. His courage and resource in the crisis of 23 June
established his pre-eminence among a crowd of inexperi-
enced mediocrities, and from that day until his death he
mostly dominated the Constituent Assembly.
What was Mirabeau's political creed ? At what did he
aim ? For the philosophic abstractions of Lafayette and
the windy rhetoric of the Rights of Man Mirabeau had
nothing but contempt, while the work of 4 August was
to him a ' mere orgy '. But with the Ancien Regime he
had no sympathy, and his supreme desire was to convince
the King that the breach with the past was irreparable,
and to reconcile him to the new order. Not that he
desired any weakening of the executive authority. On
the contrary, a strong Executive was to his mind the first
necessity of government, but its strength must be de-
rived from the willing assent of the people and from har-
monious co-operation with the people's representatives in
the Assembly. In fine, Mirabeau desired to see in France
a Constitutional Monarchy of the English type, with which
he had become familiar and which he fervently admired.
Even to Mirabeau, however, the Assembly on this subject
refused to listen. But the leadership of the Revolution
was soon to pass from the Assembly.
Early in October the news reached Paris that the Court
at Versailles was contemplating a counter-revolution. The
MARCH OF THE King, & V7B-S rumoured, was to withdraw
MAENADS, 5 AND to Metz, and Paris was to be overawed by
<> OCTOBER faithful troops. A rnilitary banquet at Ver-
sailles gave substance to the rumours. A huge mob, headed
by a band of frenzied women, marched out from Paris to
Versailles on 5 October, attacked the Palace, and on the
6th carried the King and the royal family back with them
to Paris virtually as prisoners. The National Assembly
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